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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE Author of the preſent per- 
k formance, reſiding in a ſea-port 
town, has been accuſtomed to deliver an 
Annual Diſcourſe on the commencement of 
the Herring-Fiſhery, mn which his flock 
and neighbours are very confiderably en- 
gaged. In that now, by defire, preſented to 
the inſpection of the public, he has not the 
moſt diſtant hope of producing any thing 
novel, or uncommon. What he has eſpeci- 
ally aimed at is, to condenſe the various 
2deas by which the ſubject before him has 
been, illuſtraled. And while he is unwill- 
ing on one hand, that a theme ſo ſublime, 
ſhould be debaſed by an unſuitable mode of 
elucidation; on the other he is anxious 
that, as well his method as his diction, 
| might 
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might be fuch as are on a level to the com- = 
breſienſion of the bulk of his audience, and 
_ of mankind. How far he has ſucceeded in 
his attempt, he leaves with the public ; 
only requeſting, that what was dictated, he 
truſts, with a ſincere defire of leading to 
the God of the Ocean, may be received 
with a diſpoſition to profit by whatever is 
calculated to inſtruction or devotion in it; 
and with that liberal candour which every 
Author, and particularly the mexpe- 
rienced and timid, may expect from an 
enlightened and refined community. 
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"HE Works of God {6 all 3 Him,” — 
they are worthy of their Author; 


„ fought out by all them that have pleaſure 


te therein; and when properly contemplated 
by us vill be found illuſtrative: of the divine 


perfettions, and moſt glorious. Wherefore 
then are they fo overlooked by 'mankind? 


Why are they not more | inveſtigated and 


_ admired by ourſelves? The queſtion is na- 
tural, and if an acquaintance -with the ſour- 
ces of our failures be an eſſential towards the 
amendment of them, the anſwer to it muſt be 
important and deſerving our mature conſide- 
ration. Among others then, one principle 
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cauſe, why they no more affect us is, our 
familiarity with them. From our earlieſt in- 
fancy we are ſo inured to the ſight of them, 
that in this, as in other inſtances, as novelty 
diminiſhes, our attention towards them is 
leſſened. We are not, it may be, aware and 
will, perhaps, with difficulty be perſuaded, 

there are ſuch hidden glories in things with | 
which we are ſo converſant, and which are 


ſo open to our inſpection. Or contenting 
ourſelves with participating their beneficial | 
effects, our thoughts are but ſeldom directed 
towards their author, and to the leſſons of 


religious inſtruction they are calculated to 
afford. And thus it not unfrequently hap- 
pens, that while ſubjects more remote are 
eagerly ſought after and purſued with unre- 
mitting exertion, we are leaſt of all informed 
of thoſe which are continually before us; 
and though every advantage for enlarged and 
accurate acquaintance be poſſeſſed, the con- 
texture, uſe, and more minute properties and 
excellencies of them are ſtill unknown to us. 

by The 


4 
The obſervations here advanced are but 
too deſcriptive of our deportment in reſpect 
to the works of God at large: but they are 
now more immediately directed to the ope- 
rations of his hand as the God of Nature, 
and with a particular reference to the Ocean. 


To whatever quarter of the univerſe we 
turn our eyes, we find it replete with the 
evidences of the divine power and Godhead: 
and conſidered as an whole, the mind is 
loſt in the immenſity of it's on conceptions, 
and overcome in reflections on the majeſty 
and grandeur of the maker of thoſe myriads 
of worlds, by which it is occupied. Our 
ovn ſyſtem; the ſun, planets, and ſatellites 
in our neighbourhood, the influence of which 
we experience, imperfe& as is our acquaint- 
ance with them, betray evident marks of 
the wiſdom, as well as the goodnefs, by which 
they were formed, and are managed ; and in 
WT intelligible and ſtrong, * ſpeak the 

Þ and declare the glory of God.“ 
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Without, however, extending our ideas 


— 


farther, { OUT, ; OWN: / Globe, is not deſtitute Of 


convincing pr oofs Of the being and gover n— 
ment of God. The matter of which it is 
compoſed: the laws by which it is governed: 
it's pro uQtions i in the mineral and vegetable 
world: and the inhabitants reſident on it, as 
well brutal as rational; each of them furniſh 


| us with renewed. diſplays of the | perfettions 


of the Creator, and were they inveſtigated 
by us as they deſerved; and according to 
che capacities for it with which we are fur- 
niſhed, and as it is equally our duty and 
our intereſt. to inveſtigate them; they would 
more engage the heart towards Him, and 
excite more devout manifeſtations of our 
grey, D ase pars G18 — 5 | 

Or to revert to W ſubject a e ® 
before us, the wiſdom, power, and::goodneſs 


of the deity in the formation, the adjuſtment, 


the preſervation: and government of the 
Ocean, are no more admired, becauſe they 
175 > K are 


( 
are fo little attended to: or being ſo fami- 
liar to us, they are ſo little contemplated 
with that application, and in the exerciſe-of 
thoſe affections of mind, which might be 
expected from, and in fact are incumbent 
upon us. It vill not therefore we preſume 
be deemed either an unneceſſary or an un- 
intereſting employ, if on the preſent annual 
occaſion, we aim to awaken or recal your 
attention to theſe ſubjects. Subjedts, it muſt 
be allowed, which are grand in themſelves, 
of pleaſing conſideration, and which if re- 
tained in memory, and ſuitably improved by 
you, may have a tendency to habituate your 
minds in your future neceſſary occupations 
on the waters of the Ocean, to an obſer- 
vance of the hand and providence of God 
in all that concerns it; and to that adoration 
of him, and thankfulneſs unto him, to which, 
as the God of the ſeas, he is entitled from 
his rational creatures. The 


Firſt, 
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- Firſt: Diſplay then of the wiſdom, power, 
and goodneſs of the deity, in reference to 
the Ocean, to which we would lead you is, 
in the creation of the waters of it; in ori- 
ginally producing them into exiſtence; in 


— 


feparating them from the other fluids with 


which they were before blended, and diſpo- 
fing of them in the cavaties formed by him 
in the earth for their reception. To this 
operation the language of the Pſalmiſt in 


the words juſt read is more uſually refer- 
red: and the hiſtory of it may be ſeen by 


looking to Geneſis, chapter i. verſes from 
the 6 to the 11. And whatever may be 
the difficulties, imaginary or real, in which 
the other parts of the recital may be in- 
volved, is there any neceſſity for conſidering 
what is there advanced by Moſes, but as a 
philoſophical account of the creation. And 
God ſaid,” (this was like to, and could only 
be the language of a God) “let there be a 
« firmament in the midſt of the waters, and 
* let it divide the waters from the waters,” 

| _ (thoſe 
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(thoſe in the clouds above from thoſe on 
the earth.) © And God made the firmament, 
« and divided the waters which were. under 
« the firmament from the waters which were 
« Above the firmament, and it was ſo. And 
God ſaid, © let the waters under the heavens 
e be gathered together in one place; to 
| the abyſs, (that is) in the bowels of the earth; 
where as in the text, “he layeth up the 
e depth in ſtorehouſes; or he made channels 
for the Ocean and ſeas within which they 
might be confined, thus. © gathering the wa- 
te ters of the ſea together as an heap” that 
they might not overflow the earth, which 
but for this expedient might have been ex- 
petted by us. And God called the dry 
land earth, and the gathering together of 
< the waters called he ſeas; and God faw 
that it was good.” Every thing here, we 
ſee, was conducted with the utmoſt regula- 
rity and intelligence; and the power, whoſe 
mandates were ſo effectual, muſt be Almigh- 
ty. How minute, how immenſe the particles, 
| N | how 
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how vaſt the expence of the ſurface of the 
Ocean! but theſe were the inſtantaneous 
production of the fiat of Jehovah. © He 
e called them forth, and he ftill meaſures 
© them in the hollow of his hand; and 
they are but © as the duſt of the balance, 
© or the drop of the bucket before him.” 
They are but an atom in the preſence of im- 
menſity; but a part of the operations of God 
on our own. Globe; and when compared 
with what his hand hath wrought in the 
univerſe, are minute and inſignificant in the 
extreme. { | | 


Second. We call you to an acknowledge- 
ment of the perfections of the God of the 
ſeas, in the inhabitants with which he hath 
furniſhed them. They are indeed numerous : 
or rather beyond computation. How diverſi- 
fied their form and appearance. How various 
and diſproportionate. their ſize and dimen- 
ſions; from the moſt minute in the ſtream, to 
the enormous and gigantic. Each of them 
| 18 


is perfect in it's kind; being furniſhed by the 


parent of univerſal nature with thoſe organs 


= 


which were neceſſary to it's ſubſiſtence, and 


which are moſt admirably ſuited to it's way 


of life, and the elemeny*t in which it reſides. 
How effectual the glutinous ſcales, in which 
the fiſhes are encompaſſed, to defend them 
from the intenſe cold of the waters. How 
agile and powerful the inſtruments by which 


they ſteady and direct their courſe. . O the 
mechaniſm of the optics with which they are 


provided. Through the mean of the air 
bladder, which is peculiar to them, and 


which they can contract or dilate at plea- 


ſure, they can depreſs or raiſe themſelves 


as may be neceſſary. Their fecundity is 


moſt remarkable. Agreeable to the injunction, 
which is fulfilled to our own day, the 
« waters bring forth abundantly of the mov- 
ce ing creature that hath life.” Hence the 


preſervation of the ſpecie, notwithſtanding 


the deveſtation made by them on each other, 
B as 


A 
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as well as by man. And hence the ſupply; 


at ſometimes moſt immenſe, for the hook, or 
the more deſtructive net. Thus, though deſ- 
titute of the organs of ſpeech, do the fiſhes 
of the ſea as well as the beaſts of the earth, 

and the birds of the air, “declare unto us 
Hat the hand of the Lord hath wrought 
« them :* and that the glories of the divine 
perfections are equally diſplayed in the in- 
habitants of the water, as in thoſe of the 
land. And what mind but muſt confeſs the 
intelligence; muſt admire the contrivance, 
and adore the infinite condeſcenſion and 
bounty of God; who in goodneſs as well 
as wiſdom made them all: who hath pro- 
vided to each of his creatures the means of 
preſervation and their powers of enjoyment ; 
whoſe care is extended even to the fiſh of 
the ſea, as to a part of his family; who 
„e oiveth them their meat in due ſeaſon ;” 
and by the opening of whoſe liberal hands 
they „are filled with good.” 


e And 


r 
r 
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« And yet mighty deep it is thy ſurface 
„alone we view. Who can penetrate the 


« ſecrets of thy wide domain? What eye 
© can viſit thy immenſe rocks and caverns, 


« that teem with life and vegetation; or 


e ſearch out the myriads of objects, whoſe. 


« beauties lie ſcattered over thy dread 


_ © abyſs? —Far from having exhauſted, it 
is only a trivial part of the | wonders of 


God in the inhabitants of the Ocean, and 
the decorations with which the beds of it 
are furniſned by him, that are perceptible 
unto us. From the nature of the cafe, in- 
veſtigation muſt here fail us. Imagination 


may be indulged. And probably the moſt + 


exalted ideas, the moſt enlarged conceptions, 
will leave us exceedingly ſhort of the whole 
of his perfections, who in the Ocean as 
elſewhere, is moſt “ wonderful in counſel, 
* and excellent in working.” 


Third. The preſervation of it from pu- 
trefadion, and in that ſtate in which it 
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continues effedtual to the accompliſhment 
of the purpoſes for which it's author deſigned 
it, is a farther illuſtration of the divine 
power, wiſdom, and goodneſs in reference 
to the Ocean. e np 


The conſequence, were the waters of the 
Ocean to become ſtagnate, would be, that 
they would putrefy. And putrefaction, was 


it general, muſt affect not the Ocean only, 


but the Globe. It may with propriety be 
queſtioned, were the caſe ſuppoſed to occur, 


whether the waters, or even the earth would 
then be habitable. To guard thereſore againſt 


a circumſtance fo fatal, Jehovah has, if we 


may ſo ſpeak of him, inſtituted a variety 


of cautions. The ſaltneſs of the Ocean, from 
whatever ſource it ariſes, 1s undoubtedly one 
cauſe by which the wholeſomeneſs of the wa- 
ters 1s maintained. The winds have obviouſly 
a powerful influence in producing the ſame ef- 
fea. And the ſame end is, if poſſible, yet more 


effeQually ſecured in the tides, to which the 


rivers 


1 


* 
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rivers as well as che Ocean are ſubjet and 
which from © the beginning of the world 
© were never known to err.“ Whatever 
the variety in different ſtreams; or in the 


ſame ſtream at different times; or whatever 


the diverſity. in the quantity of the flow, 
ſtill the flux and reflux of the waters are 


fixed, are ſure, and return at the appointed 
periods. And though Jehovah works by 


means, yet his hand is not the leſs certain, 
or we may add, the leſs viſible.” Who gave 
to the waters their fluid nature? By whom 
was the ſaltneſs of the Ocean 'imparted'? 
Who gave to the moon the power of at- 
traction? By whom was ſhe poiſed, and is 
ſhe retained in that fituation, in which her 


influence, and exa&ly to ſuch a degree, ſhould 
operate upon the Ocean? Or, by whom 
are cauſes to us unknown wrought upon for 


the producing of effects, ſo regular, ad- 
mirable, and beneficial? The Agent here 
undoubtedly is God; and who as in other 


inſtances, may be known, and is glorified 


in his operations, 


Fourth. 
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Fourth. Contemplate, with what an in- 
exhauſtible ſource the Ocean preſents us of 


health, and wealth, and plenty to mankind. 


To ſay that the waters of the Ocean are 


not noxious, is far from being ſufficient. 
They are ſalubrious. From them we are 
ſupplied with wholeſome: and nouriſhing be- 
verage; and from ſome of them of the moſt 
delicate kind. Numerous and' valuable are 
the medicinal advantages which we thence 
derive, in a variety of diſorders to which 
the human frame is ſubje& by reaſon of 
ſin. The efficacy of the waters themſelves, 
and particularly as applied by bathing, Is 
univerſally acknowledged. And not leſs by 
the honourable and vigorous employ with 
which ſo many are furniſhed from the Ocean, 
does it conduce to promote the health, and 


wealth, and happineſs of men. Through this 


medium likewiſe nations © ſeparated from 


each other, whom a nearer connection might 


involve in eternal war,” have an eaſy and 
expeditious intercourſe with each other. 
e Hence 


( 
Hence the knowledge poſſeſſed by us of 
different climes. Hence our acquaintance, 
which is as pleaſing as it is inſtruktive, 
with their various inhabitants, cuſtoms, reli- 
gion and government. And hence commerce 
with all it's bleſſings. Thus are the pecu- 
liarities and the productions of each climate 
8 exchanged. By the exuberance of the one 


are ſupplied the neceſſities of the other. Not 
merely the neceſſaries, but every conveniency x | 
and comfort of life, and whatever conduces 
to enjoyment abounds. Univerſal plenty 
reigns. Civilization is extended to others, 
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f as well as more promoted among ourſelves. 

; Wealth and felicity are more equally diffuſed ; 
5 among the different nations as well as orders : 
» of men. And the individual in conjunQtion | 
, with the community is advanced, to that | 

fituation, which, but for ſuch a ſource, it 

; would be in vain for us to expect. - - | 
t | 
4 \ 


And it muſt be known to you, that to 
the waters we are indebted, not merely for 
the 
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the 'more extenſive circulation of the produce 
of the earth, but alſo for the produttiotis them- 
ſelves. Unleſs for the moiſture hence ad- 
miniſtered unto the land, it would preſently 


become as braſs, and incapable of cultivation; 


all would be fteril and unprolific. The 
Ocean is the reſervoit whence the clouds are 
ſupplied. Hence the origin of rivers, ſtreams, 
and leſſer rivulets ; hence the whole of the 


humidity by which the clods of the earth 
are broken; by which the valleys thereof 


are rendered fruitful; which repays with 


intereſt the toils of the huſbandman, and 
cauſes him to rejoice. The waters of the ſea, 
exhaled by the ſan, and poured out by 


Jehovah in ſhowers and dews on the face 


of the earth drop marrow and fatneſs upon 
« us.” Would, that men were mindful of, 
and would conſider the works of his hand; 
and that as living on his bounty, they might 
live as well as ſpeak his praiſe! By whom 
is not his goodneſs, his multiplied and con- 
tinued goodneſs enjoyed; and as wrought | 

upon 


tw + 


upon by it, how can we leſs, in gratitude 


or reaſon, than yield ourſelves unto his ſer- 
vice; © living and acceptable ſacrifices ?” 


Fifth. The government of God over the 
Ocean is replete, with. additional incentives 
to wonder and contemplation. For the inha- 


bitants of the waters, the juriſdigion of the 


Creator and Preſerver of them is neceſſary, as 
well as univerſal. Whether of larger or of 
leſſer dimenſions; the voracious and mighty 
with thoſe of a more delicate texture; the 
noxtous and the ferriſic as well as the nutritive, 
and ſuch as are pleaſing to behold; each 
one of them is ſubjett to the ſovereign con- 
troul of Jehovah. He diſpoſes of and orders 
them as to himſelf ſeemeth good. By him 
have the ſeveral kinds of them been hitherto 
preſerved. By him is the rank and ſubor- 
dination, which he at firſt eſtabliſhed, ſtill 
maintained. It is only for him to intimate 
his will, and, as in the cafe of the Prophet, 
the © great whale,” or any other of their 
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number, on which he ſhall fix, is ready to 
accompliſh his injunttions. © God drieth up 
«the ſea.” By him are the fiſhes of it 
« ſlain.” His omniſcient eye counts all their 
multitudes, and diſtinguiſhes every individual, 
from the ſurface to the bottom of the deep, 
and through all it's bounds. By im are 


they removed from, or denied unto us where 


our efforts in ſearching after them are without 
effect. And when crowned with ſucceſs, we 
are not © to ſacrifice to the net, and burn 
e zncenſe unto the drag; for it is God, who 
« /ends” the fiſhes of the ſea unto us. 


And as the inhabitants, in like manner 
the waters of. the Ocean are retained under 
the divine ſuperintendency, and ſuþbjett to 


the pleaſure of God. He © calleth” forth 


out of their caverns, and let looſe the ſtormy 
winds which lift up the waves of the Ocean. 


And, whatever their terrors; however violent: 


however continued; they can only © fulfil 
his word.” Immediately as the mandate 1s 


iſſued 


by 
* 


E 


8 

iſſued by him, are the fluid kingdoms 
« ſwelled into wild confuſion.” - The black 
tempeſt ſweeps the rolling billows, and the 
boiling ſurge mixes with the clouds. Watery 
mountains riſe. Hideous caverns gape. The 
young Sailor is affrighted: and veterans © ſtag- 

« ger like drunken men.” They mount up 
to heaven ; they go down again to the 
« depth; their ſouls are melted becauſe of 
* trouble; they are at their wits end.” 
Death © rides” the ſtorm, and humanity drops 
a tear for the deſpairing,—perhaps the wo 
riſhing mariner. 


Yet the nod of [ehovah reduces the moſt 


tumultuous tempeſts to undiſturbed compoſure. 


The winds are aſſuaged; the billows “ flum- 
« ber” on the ſhore. Every murmur is 
huſhed 8 and the © unruffled boſom of the 
« Ocean reflects the radiance of the o'er 
* arching heavens.” Joy ſucceeds to diſtreſs; 
confidence to terror ; and the defired ha- 
ven is attained by thoſe in whom the hopes 
| | C 2 | of 
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( 23S ) 
of it had been extina, and who, in their 
own imaginations, had been numbered among 
the dead. The affectionate partner, who was 


abandoned to deſpair, and was inconſolable, 


receives, as one that had been loſt, him who 
rejoiceth her heart. And the parental ſmile, 
and the fond endearments of the Father 
are again enjoyed by thoſe, who in their 
own conceptions, and it may be. in the 
eſtimation of others, were already Orphans. 


At the call of God, were the © fountains of 
«© the deep” once broken up:—The waters 
overwhelmed the earth, and buried the dege- 
nerate inhabitants of it in a © watery; grave.” 
Every thing which had life, Noah, his family, 
and the creatures in the ark excepted, was 
deſtroyed by him, who is moſt tremendous in 
judgement, as well as unſearchable in wiſdom, 
and boundleſs in goodneſs, and in power. 


And by him was the embargo laid, | by which 
the Ocean is now reſtrained, and bound © all 
| « fierce 
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te fierce and madding” as at ſometimes are 
the waves of it, in chains ſtronger than 
adamant, and which can never be diffolved, 


though compoſed but of fand.“ The Lord 


te fitteth upon the —_—— yea the Lord 
* ſitteth King for ever.” Buy hmm is the ſea 


P « ſhut up with doors.” He fixed the “ bounds 
© beyond which it can not pals. - Hitherio 


© ſhalt thou come and no farther” is his 
mandate; and here ſhall thy proud waves 
be ſtopped. The moſt boiſterous, or reſound- 


ing of it's billows © roar his praiſe.” 


How exalted the idea which here forces 
itſelf upon us of the divine power. How 
great, as viewed in this mirrour, is the re- 
flection of his Majeſty. Power uncontrouled, 
almighty, is thus evinced to belong unto. God. 
And for his majeſty, as the governor of the 


ſeas, of the globe, of all worlds, and of all 


ſyſtems, it is infinite. Who then ſhall refiſt 


his arm, and brave his wrath? Who among 


. en of the mighty ſhall not tremble 
| before 


& * 
* 4 


excited to ſanctiſy God in our hearts, and 
his condeſcenſion in his concern for us. 
auguſt perfections. Let us be careful to no- 


waters. And in the whole of our engage- 
ments on it, let our frſ concern be to engage 


„„ 
before him? Here may we learn to eſtimate 
TER 3 
our own littleneſs: how diminutive we are; 
and to enter, moſt feelingly, into our com- 
paratrue nothingneſs. Hence then let us be 


to proſtrate our ſouls before him. How great 
While we contemplate, let us venerate his 


zice his operations in the management of the 


his benediction; by ſupplicating it of him; 
by abſtinence from whatever is diſpleaſing in 
his ſight; and by improving the ſmiles of 
his providence. to encreaſing humility and 
devotion towards himſelf; and to exemplary 
benevolence and uſefulneſs among men. 


Such then is the government of God over 
the Ocean, and which from it's creation to 
the preſent time has been conſtantly employed. 
Inſtances however are not wanting, in which, 

| he 


o 


468 1 
the has immediately appeared; the natural 
order of the waters have been ſubverted ; 
the powers of them ſuperſeded; and his 
interpoſition reſpetting, and his controul of 
them, have been viſible. © What ailed thee, 
O thou ſea, that thou fleddeſt ? Thou For- 
« Jan, that thou waſt driven back ?”. © With 
« the blaſt of his noſtrils. the waters were 


gathered together; the floods ſtood upright 


« as an heap; and the depths were con- 
« gealed in the heart of the. ſea.” The 
waters ſaw thee, O God; the waters ſaw 
thee: they were afraid. At thy © rebuke” 
were they dried up; thus making through 
the midſt of them a paſſage for thy people. 


And with what effulgence did the rays of 
the Redeemer”'s glory beam through the veit 
of his humanity; and how ſatisfactory, and 
grand the diſplays of his dominion over the 
ſeas? The fi/hes of them, as directed, pro- 
duced their tribute to him. * GO thou to 
© the ſea, and caſt an hook, and take up 

* he 
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6 
« the fiſh that firſt cometh 10 thee, and 
« when thou haſt opened his mouth, thou 


« ſhalt find a piece of money, that take and 
« give them for thee and me,” and the 


event verified the prediction. The appointed 


miniſter of his pleaſure appeared; ſilver 
is found in it's mouth; and of the value 
deſired. So vaſt was the number; ſo great 
the draught commanded to Peter and his 
partners, when at the word of Jeſus their 
net was caſt into the water, as amply to 
repay their former unſucceſsful toils, and 
moſt abundantly to reward their faith and 
obedience. A * multitude” of fiſhes were 
incloſed: each of the ſhips was filled with 
them: and ſo exceſſive was their burden, 
that with difficulty they are condutted to 
the land. 7eſus walked with perfect ſafety 
to the © midſt” of the ſea. And not for 
himſelf only was his power exerted, his 
affrighted follower alſo was ſuſtained by him, 
under the failures of his faith, and as he 
was beginning to ſink; No ſooner was he 

ſeated 


[> 


ſeated in the ſhip, which previous to his 


entrance was © toffed with the waves,” then 


the wind ceaſed. While in another yet more 
illuſtrious inſtance, © there aroſe a great 


ce tempeſt in the ſea; inſomuch that the 


« ſhip was covered with the waves; Jeſus 
rebuked them; * peace; be ſtill,“ was his 


language ; and not merely an inſtantaneous, 


but a perfeft, © a great calm” enſued. What 
manner of man then was this, whom even 
the winds and the ſea obeyed? ſhall we 
admire at the amazement of thoſe by whom 
he was attended, and under the inſpection 
of whom ſuch mighty operations were 
wrought ? Can we wonder, that they ſhould 
be exceedingly afraid?“ That his allociates 
in the ſhip ſhould proſtrate themſelves before, 
and © worſhip” him? Is the abrupt, but devout 


_ exclamation of his diſciple, aſtoniſhing ? “de- 


part from me, O Lord, for I am a ſinful 
« man.” Rather, ſhall we not unite with 
them, in entertaining the moſt exalted con- 
ceptions, and in the manifeſtation of our 

| | D 2 moſt 
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moſt profound adorations of a charafter fo 


dignified and divine? To © rule the raging 
« ſea is among the perfeQions of God. On 
this evidence is his claim to deity reſted by 
himſelf. © Who hath gathered the winds in 
« his fiſt? Who hath meaſured the waters 


in the hollow of his hand?” But the 


winds and the waves were ſubje& unto 
Jeſus. His dominion over them was with 


the ſame authority, and to the ſame effect, as 


that which is peculiar to deity. © Of a 
© truth thou art the Son of God,” then, 
may be our own, as well as the conceſſion 
of thoſe who were the witneſſes of his 
wondrous works; and as ſuch, is he to be 
revered, adored, and obeyed by us. 


Did time permit, it were eaſy to enlarge 
on themes ſo copious as thoſe which, we 
have thus marked out unto you, and which 
are obvioufly as conſoling, and ſublime, as 
they are extenſive. Already, however, have 
we exceeded the limits at firſt propoſed, 

| and 


a (9 :) 
and obtruded on that part of the diſcourſe 
to which we originally deſigned a more 


minute attention. VIZ. 


The goodneſs of God in reference to the 


Ocean, in the moral inſtructions to which it 
points us. And brief as we muſt be, the 
leſſons of heavenly wiſdom here taught us, 


are too important in themſelves, and the 


mode of inſtruction adopted, is too gracious 


and ſtriking, for us to paſs them over in 


iſt. In the Ocean let us view a fit em- 
blem of, and let it lead our meditations more 
unto God, as the Ocean of felicity, and 
excite us to greater exultations in his in- 
exhauſtible all-ſufficiency. © All our ſprings 
«are in him.” From his overflowing full- 
neſs do we receive the whole of our ſupplies ; 
and the ſtreams proceding from him are 
becoming the ſource from whence they origi- 
nate. They are various. They are exhile- 

De Ez rating. 
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rating. They follow us through the wilderneſs 
of life; and will terminate, to the godly at 
leaſt, in the moſt extatic and perfect bliſs. 
Other reſources, it may be expected, muſt 
fail us. The riches, the honours, the plea- 
ſures of the world are merely © broken 
« ciſterns.” There is nothing in them cal- 
culated for the ſatisfaction of an intelligent, 
and immortal mind. It is impoſſible they 
ſhould yield us that enjoyment, for the poſ- 
ſeſſion of which the ſoul of man was formed 
by it's maker; and which it is natural for 
us to deſire. In God, however, our capacious 
powers are anſwered to the full. In him 
are we preſented with a ſpiritual good, ſuch 
as is ſuited to the nature of our minds as 
ſpiritual exiſtences. The felicity to be derived 
from him is abiding. It is inexhauſtible. His 
loving kindneſs is © moſt excellent.” © Re- 
« turn, then, unto thy reſt O my foul.” 
Make choice of God to be thy portion. 
Purſue after an intereſt in his favour. Emu- 
late the example of the © uncreated Ocean 


cc of 
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« of being and blefſedneſs,” by the diffuſion 
of happineſs, according to the ability for it 
with which he has furniſhed thee, unto all 
men; and eſpecially to thoſe, with whom 
thou art more immediately connefted in the 
various charities and duties of life. 


2d. An emblem is taken from the Ocean, 
and by Jehovah himſelf in his word, to illuſ- 
trate the riches of his pardoning goodneſs. 
4 vill caſt all their trangreſſions into the 
ee depth of the ſea.” A metaphor which, as 
referred to the forgiveneſs of ſin, is moſt 
ſtrong and expreſſive. The Ocean is that 
deep which cannot be fathomed ; and whence 
we expect not the reſtoration of that which 
is caſt into it. And by whom ſhall the 
pardoning mercy of our God be circum- 
ſcribed? Who ſhall diſpute his readineſs 
to receive and ſave the repenting and re- 
turning prodigal? What mind, ſenſible of 
iniquity and humbled under it, ſhall doubt 
that it's tranſgreſſions are too great to be 


forgiven ? 
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forgiven ? Are not the invitations of mercy 
to the chief of ſinners? © That the wicked 
« would forſake his way, and the unrighteous 
man his thought.” Is not the forgiveneſs 
of all iniquity the proclamation of the gol- 
pel? Is not the overture of divine grace, 
indefinite to whomſoever will receive it? 
Have not ſome of the moſt vile and aban- 
doned of mankind been pardoned ? Is not 
God rich: does he not delight in mercy? 
« Come then and let us reaſon together, ſaith 
the Lord; though your ſins be as ſcarlet, 
* I will make them as wool; though they 
* be red hke crimſon, I will make them 


<« white as ſnow.” And as grace pardons all 


fin, in like manner the forgiveneſs it beſtows, 
mall not be revoked. © There is no con- 


_ © demnation” to the pardoned ſoul. The 
iniquities caſt by Jehovah into the ſea, ſhall 


never again be produced againſt the peni- 


tent. © Who, is a God like unto thee, who 


<« pardoneth iniquity, and paſſeth by the 
© tranſgreſſion of the remnant of thine heri- 


«2007. 


Oy 
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( 33 ) 
«rage How glorious is Jehovah as a 
pardoning God, whether you conſider the 


iniguities he remits; the medium of forgive- 
neſs; the nature of divine forgiveneſs in 
Itſelf; or the innumerable and ſpiritual bleſſ- 
ings inſeparably connected with it. Under 


this, the moſt endearing of all characters, has 


he proclaimed himſelf unto us in his word. 


By „this name” will he be known in all 
ages. And in this, according to his own 
eſtimation, are his glories moſt illuſtriouſly diſ- 
played. Admire then his | forgiving grace. 
Bleſs the Lord, O our ſouls, and forget not 
all his benefits.“ Even as God for Chriſt's 


_ * ſake hath forgiven you, ſo do you forgive 


one another.” And having much forgiven 
you, love much. Thus evincing, by the /- 
fefts of it upon you, that you are indeed 
among the number of his pardoned people. 


zd. In the continued perturbation of the 
ſea, we have a juſt, and expreſſive image 
of the ſinner's reſtleſſneſs and infelicity. The 
5 « wicked 


11 

« wicked are like the troubled ſea, when it 
* cannot reſt, whoſe waters caſt up mire and 
dirt.“ They are ſtrangers to peace. To 
them, ſatisfaction and genuine felicity are 
unknown. They are unintereſted in his 
favour, who, as we have ſeen, is the only 
ſatisfying good to the ſoul. Whatever then 
be the appearance afſumed by them ; how- 
ever enlarged the means of enjoyment ; ſtill 
a void remains; they are like “one that 
« dreameth, and he awaketh, and behold his 
<« ſoul is empty.” But if we would diſcern 
the whole of the finner's miſery, we muſt 
review the ſituation of his mind. Guilt is 
ever produQtive of terror. The wicked man 
fears, where there is no fear; he fleeth 
when no one purſues. He is condemned 
by his own heart. And if he is reaſoned 
with, or at any time calmly reflects on 
te righteouſneſs, temperance, and judgment to 
« come, with Felix, he is unable to endure 
« the thought of them: He trembles, and 
* is agoniſed beyond deſcription.” The 

6 contagion 


© 6 } 
contagion. of his example extends to, and 
in numerous inſtances he is troubleſome and 
- injurious to others. And how exceedingly 
obdurate and impious are at times, the diſ- 
plays of his depravity in the temper of his 
mind, and in his deportment towards God ? 


- There is no God” is his concluſion. Or 


with the haughty monarch, he boldly inter- 


. . rogates, © Who is the Lord, that I ſhould 


* obey him?“ Becauſe for a ſeaſon, Jehovah 
keeps ſilence, he exclaims, © how doth God 
* know, and is there knowledge in the Moſt 
„ High.” Or his deduQion is, © that he is 
« altogether ſuch an one as himſelf.” How 
long, O Lord, holy and juſt? Thou wilt 
not always bear with the ſinner. A reckoning 
day will come, when thou wilt gird thyſelf 
in terrors, and appear to the vindication of 
thy perfections, and deal with thy oppoſers 
according to their deſerts. 


4th. The uncertain and diverſified tran- 
ſitions of the Ocean, may. juſtly remind us 
of the illuſive and deceptious nature of ter- 
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rene poſſeſſions and enjoyments. Now, it is 


unruffled; inviting, to thoſe inexperienced 
in it's appearances; and who are hence 
repeatedly lulled into the moſt fatal ſe- 
curity. Anon, the billows of it laſh the 
reſounding ſhores. How fierce their conteſts 
with each other, and with the winds; they 
are agitated to their © foundations; and 
raging with fury appear to threaten, not the 
earth only, but the ſkies. And the tranſitions 
from the one to the other of theſe oppoſite 
ſtates, are ofttimes momentary. The blaſt is 


as unexpected as it is violent; it darts from 
the heavens, and envelops in one common 
deftruQtion, whatever is vithin the reach of 
it. The ſcene here drawn is far from being 


fanciſul. But a few months ſince we ſaw it 
realized. And ſtrong as may be the image, 
equally illuſive, equally uncertain are the plea- 
ſures, and the poſſeſſions of time and ſenſe: 
They wear a falſe appearance. They deceive 
the fond hopes we had formed concerning 
them. They flee our embrace. We are 
chagrined and diſappointed. Not unfrequent- 


ly 


M7 
ty do they moſt wound, where they promiſed 
the greateſt enjoyment. And when inordi- 
nately purſued; or inordinately eſteemed, 
e they pierce through with many ſorrows, 
«© and drown in perdition.“ 


th. Can we contemplate the horrors 
exhibited to us in the ſtorms of the Ocean, 
without learning from them the more awful 
nature, and feeling our ſouls alarmed in the 
apprehenſion of the ſtorms of divine wrath ? 
© Who knoweth the power of his anger: 
te even according to his fear ſo is his wrath ?” 
The illuſtrations of it, with which we are 
furniſhed in his word, in the deſtruction of 
the Old World by water, and of Sodom and 
Gomorrah by fire and brimſtone from hea- 
ven, are moſt exemplary. And to our own. 
day, in this, as in other inſtances, he leaves 
not himſelf © without witneſs.” In the Ocean, 


as we have ſeen, his judgments, at times, are 


ſignal and affecting. Neither reſiſtance againſt, 


nor entreaties with him, prevail to the ſtay- 
ing of his hand. In omnipotence he rides 
E 2 | forth. 
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forth. The inſtruments of his aiſplealare. are 
irreſiſtable: are unrelenting. Devaſtation 
marks his footſteps. Deſtruction ſpreads far 
around. Nations as. well as individuals are 
chaſtiſed by him; and are conſtrained to con- 
feſs, © God is terrible in wrath.” But the great 
day of his wrath is to come. The audit day, 
in which Jeſus, coming in his own, and the 
glory of his father, ſhall unexpectedly “ break“ 
from the clouds. When the voice of the Arch. 
angel, and the trumpet of God ſhall echo 
through creation. Come to judgment, ſhall be 
the ſummons, which ſhall awaken the dead. 
The aſſembled world ſhall appear at the tribu- 
nal of their judge: and the ſentence denounc* 
ed by him, ſhall aſſuredly be inflifted. © The 
« heavens ſhall melt with fervent heat: the 


«earth alſo. and all. And that are therein 


«* ſhall be burnt up. Univerſal nature ſhall 
expire. 


We haften to a concluſion, by leading 
you from the Ocean, to a reflection on our 
mortality, and, as it is not inaptly called, the 
Ocean of Eternity. Hither tend the leſſer 
ſtreams. Their courſe towards the Ocean is 


E 


inceſſant; and in the boſom of the Ocean 
are they all ſwallowed up. Was it never re- 
marked by you, the manner in which the 
preceding chaced the ſucceeding wave, until 
they arrive at the beach, againſt which they 
break, and are“ loſt for ever in oblivion?” 
The drops of the Ocean, and the number 
of the ſands of which the ſhores of it are 
compoſed, beggar thought as well as calcu- 
lation. How eaſy, how natural to the devout 
mind the application of the imagery, and 
how forcibly ſhould they impreſs on our 
hearts, the very ſolemn ſubjects to which 
we are directed in them? Thus are we 
continually verging to the boundaries of time: 
Each revolving moment leſſens the number 
of thoſe appointed to us, and brings us ſo 
much nearer to the period of our de- 
parture hence. When launched into the 
abyſs before us, then ſhall our memory be 
loſt on the earth, and not a veſtige of the 
wreck remain. Thus do the generations of 
men © chaſe- each other down; they follow 
in quick- ſucceſſion, and preſently diſappear. 
| 5 Eternity 
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Eternity is chat Ocean, which has neither 
* ſhore nor bounds.” Pleaſing, dreadful 
thought ! Let it ever be retained” on the 
imaginations of our, hearts. Let it ever ope- 
rate upon us. Let us ever bear in view 
the futurity, which we are ſo ſhortly to 
enter. Let us ever be watching and pre- 
paring for it. | 5 


And while in faithfulneſs and love, ſuch 
are our exhortations to each one preſent; 
they will, we hope, be eſpecrally attended to 
by you, © who go down to the ſea in ſhips, 
* and do buſineſs on great waters.” Bre- 
thren and friends. We have already expreſſed 
our ſenſe of the honourable and uſeful na- 
ture of your employ. Our own nation we 
view as under peculiar obligations to vou. 
We admire the intrepidity of your ſpirits; 
the perfection to which the navigation of 
the waters, through your means, has been ad- 
vanced; and we ſincerely ſympathize in the 
dangers and difficulties, - inſeparable from 
your profeſſion in life. But the grounds 
on: 


64 
on which we would now addreſs you, are, 
as the ſubje&s of the moral government of 
- the God of the Ocean, and that the ſupe· 
rior opportunity for acquaintance with © his 
c works in the deep,” with which you are 
furniſhed, may not be without the deſired 
effet upon you. You are eye-witneſſes of 
his wonders. The greateſt and moſt affeQ- 
ing diſplays of the divine exiſtence, and 
government are ſeen by, and almoſt daily 
occuring before you. You have peculiar mo- 
tives to reflection: peculiar incentives to 
gratitude and obedience to the God of 
ſalvation. Alas, then, that any of your num- 
ber ſhould be inſenſible to the claims of 
God: that they ſhould be proof againſt 
reflections, the moſt awakening and awful. 
Alas, that the beſt modes, and the moſt effec- 
tual means of inſtruction, ſhould be totally 
loft upon them. And yet more lamentable 
1s the thought, that by far the greater part of 
thoſe who are employed on the waters, are 
the moſt inconſiderate, obdurate, and we may 

add, profane of mankind. And of all others, 


we 


ther we would ſay, hail thou God - 


( 42 ) 
we. are told, this character will moſt firongly 
apply to the Briiiſi Sailor. With his life 


S 
— 


in continued jeopardy, , he is without the 


thought of death, and yet revels on in ſen- 
ſuality and diſſipation. As if deſtruction were 


too long delayed, he appears to be intent 
on haſtening it's approach. Scarcely a ſen- 
tence is uttered by him, but it is accom- 


panied with a vociferous cry for damnation. 


His eyes, his limbs, his ſoul are veluntarily, 
repeatedly, and on the moſt trivial occurence, 


devoted to wrath: That the meaſure of 


his iniquity might be full, the ſacred name 
of God is attached to each of his execrations; 


it is boldly blaſphemed by him; and the 
power of the almighty is defied. . Numerous 


additional features, and equally deformed, 


might be added to the portrait here offered 
to your inſpection. But we would not to- 
tally diſguſt, and already we have too long 
detained your attention. | 


Hail thou multitudinous Ocean ! Or ra- 


Ocean. 


of the 


— 


9 We reverence wag omnipotent pow- ' * 
I We adore thee for the diſplays | of * 


wiſdom and goodneſs, with which. we are fa- 
voured in- the Ocean. We receive with 
thankfulneſs the inſtructions thou haſt here 


afforded us. We acknowledge thine hand in 


the judgments which are here occaſionally 
inflicted. We bleſs thee for the mercies we 


receive from the Ocean. We. will confide 
in thy providence and care, in all our ne- 
ceſſary avocations on the waters. We take' 


up our reſt in thee, as the unfailing fource 
of felicity. And while borne down the ftream 


of time, are ſolicitous to be continually mind- 
5 ful of, and preparing for the Ocean of Eter- 


nity. May our entrance into it be directed 
by thyſelf, with a ſecure and proſperous 
courſe : each of us ſafely attaining to the 


© haven of abiding reſt. Amen. 55 
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